
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Don’t you just love being around gracious people? We feel their kindness and hospitality 

and our hearts are softened. At the heart of being gracious is the willingness to give—

to share of ourselves generously. When we do, others respond positively as well. 

 

The word “grace” itself is related to giving. God’s grace is the gift of love bestowed on 

us without regard to our merit. Grace is the joy of God in action, blessing a world in 

redemptive ways. 

 

In Acts 20:35 we hear that Jesus himself said that “it is more blessed to give than to 

receive.” We all love to receive gifts from others, and we are grateful for the gifts God 

gives us. But this verse reminds us that the one who gives is even more blessed. This 

beatitude of giving expresses the nature of God and those who seek to become like 

Christ. 

 

We enter another stewardship season aware of the many gracious givers who have 

helped make our church what it is. We thank you for all the ways your generosity has 

made our work possible. 
 

(continued) 
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You’ve helped many mission causes in our community and around the world. You’ve 

supported a committed staff of pastors, musicians, office workers and custodians who 

keep the ministry active and vibrant. You’ve helped sustain our presence in downtown 

Dayton in a beautiful landmark building. What a gift this is to our congregation, 

community and world! Together we ourselves are a work of grace that gives back over 

and over again. 

 

Please return a commitment card by Thanksgiving so we know we can count on you 

for the coming year. As you consider what you might give financially in the coming 

year, I encourage you to pray about it. Some of you give regularly—can you increase 

your gift to help us achieve more? Some of you may give occasionally, or have not 

given previously. Would you consider making a regular, planned gift on a weekly or 

monthly basis? Even if you can’t give much or increase your giving this year, please 

know that we appreciate every gift no matter what. 

 

Use the cut-off card below or a card available at church and turn it in during worship 

in our collection baskets, by mail, or return it any way you wish to the church office. 

Or you can email our financial secretary, nkerr@fbcdayton.org. You can use e-giving 

at www.fbcdayton.org if that is most helpful for you. 

 

Let’s be the gracious givers who reflect the grace of Jesus in this world. Let’s give to 

God through the work of this church that means so much to us. We trust that God’s 

grace will bless us far beyond anything we could ever give ourselves. Let this be a year 

of “Gracious Giving!” 

 
--Pastor Kent Berghuis 
 
 

(PLEASE TEAR HERE AND RETURN TO THE CHURCH OFFICE) 
 

 

   _____     _____    _____     _____     _____     _____    _____     _____     _____     _____    _____     _____     _____ 
 
 

With a grateful heart for God’s boundless generosity and as an expression of my 

Christian stewardship, I make this commitment to Christ’s church and the ministry 
of this congregation. 
 

My/Our commitment is:   $____________ per week, or 
                                              $____________ per month, or 
                                              $____________ per year 
 

I understand that I may adjust this estimate of giving at any time by contacting the 
finance secretary. 
 

Name:  __________________________________________  Date: _______________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ________________________  Email: ________________________________ 
 

First Baptist Church of Dayton  •  111 W. Monument Avenue  •  Dayton OH  45402  •  937-222-4691  •  fbc@fbcdayton.org 
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BAPTIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (BYF) 

 
 

Thursday Evening BYF Gatherings @ 6-8pm 
 

Last month we began a new weekly gathering time for our Baptist Youth Fellowship, meeting 
on Thursdays at 6-8pm at the church.  Things have been going well, and so we continue!  Each 
week gatherings will include a fun theme/activity (sundaes, art, service, karaoke, improv, etc.), 
fellowship, food, and a spirituality/spiritual practice component.  We will still have other 
occasional activities/outings at other times, including Sundays, but this would be our most 
regular gathering time.  Thanks to Camilla Albritton and Michelle Smith for helping to make this 
new endeavor possible. 

 

 

 
Time to Update BYF Medical-Transportation Forms 

 

Youth are always welcome to invite friends, but (as always) we'll want everyone to have a 
completed & signed BYF medical-transportation form on file (available on the table outside the 
church office).  Also, if any medical or contact info has changed within the last year, please fill 
out a new form for your youth(s).  If anyone has questions or would like to help out in some 
way, please connect with Pastor Jason (jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org). 

 
YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS – SAVE THE DATES 

 

BYC (Be Loved Youth Camp) in Laurel Springs, NC 
June 28-July 3, 2026 

 

Quest Camp in Green Lake, WI 
July 19-24, 2026 

 

Connect with Pastor Jason to RSVP your youth(s), 

and/or if you have questions/need more info at this time. 
 

  

 

mailto:jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org
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BYF Reunion 
 

Thanks! 
 

We held a BYF Reunion at Cowan Lake on October 3-5, with alumni/ae from 2007-2024.  It was 
nice to share some unscheduled time together around the campfire, by the lake, and around 
the campground.  We even shared Communion around the campfire on Saturday.  Below are 
some photos from our time together. 
 

Special thanks to the Board of Christian Education for covering the cost of our camp sites 😊 . 

 

 

 
 

Present: Jason Alspaugh, Camilla Albritton (& Maple), Allyson Black, Clara Black, Dayne Craig, 
Hannah Craig, Lucas Earnest (& Willow), Hunter Huber, Ashley McWain, Michelle Smith, and 

Zachery & Miranda Williamson. 
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Garden Report 
 

 

 

This year, we celebrated our 15th anniversary in the FBC Love Your Neighbor Garden.  Thanks to 
all of those who have helped maintain the garden over the years by physical labor, donations of 
seeds and gloves, and delivering produce to the House of Bread.  A prayer of Thanksgiving for 
those providing helping hands this year: Linda Thomson, Peggy Coggins, Alina Brown, Greg 
Merkle, Edward Howard, Neil Earnest, Susan Harker, Jason Alspaugh, and the crew from Vacation 
Bible School. 
 
Overall, the garden was more productive this year than last because of the better rain cycles and 
consistent watering by Edward.  We log each harvest when we make deliveries to the House of 
Bread, and these totals are pretty impressive for our space. 
 
Onions 30 lbs, Potatoes 50 lbs, Green Beans 8 bushels, Tomatoes 12 lbs, Cherry Tomatoes 20 qts, 
Peppers 21, Cucumbers 12, Squash/Zucchini 6 lbs, Kale 2 bushels. 
 
I am grateful that we can contribute to feeding the hungry in our neighborhood!  See you next 
season. 
 
We plant—God grows! 
Farmer/Pastor Dave 
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#ÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ "ÅÌÏÖÅÄ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
Led by Rev. Joe Henry 

 

Sundays @ 11:30am-12:15pm 
Final Session - November 2 

1st Floor – Chapel 

 

#ÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÏÃÁÌ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎȾ3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ 
Sundays @ 11:30am-12:15pm 

1st Floor – Chapel 
 

November 9 – John Patterson / Leah Titlebaum, Homefull 
 

November 16 – Pam Leonard, Matthew 25 Ministries 

 

!ÄÖÅÎÔ 3ÔÕÄÙ 
Led by Tom & Valli Howard 

Sundays @ 11:30am-12:15pm 
November 30 – December 21 

1st Floor – Chapel 

 
+   +   + 

 

7Öfx?f ]Ш7Åf?]EÉШ7f7xEШÉÑÖ?ò 
Thursdays @ 7:30-8:30am 

Wholly Grounds Coffee Shop 
825 Wayne Ave. 

 

Our Thursday morning Bible study has resumed!  Each week Pastor Jason convenes a group for 
spirited discussion and reflection on one of the Scripture passages from the Lectionary for the 
upcoming Sunday, making connections and applications to current events.  Many of us have 
been doing this for years, but it’s an open gathering and anyone can join us anytime.  If you 
have questions, please connect with Pastor Jason (jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org). 
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Tim Holmen 
 

We’ve started a monthly feature in the Courier where we shine a spotlight on someone in the church in order 

for you to get to know them better! 

 
Tim grew up in Minot, South Dakota and Powers Lake, North Dakota. With an accounting degree 
from the University of Northern South Dakota, he had 3 assignments at Wright-Patterson AFB, and 
2 outside of Ohio.  In civilian life he did accounting for the Montgomery County MRD program. His 
interests include: Minnesota Vikings football, Ohio State football, car shows, Sons of Norway, and 
photography. When Memorial Baptist Church closed, Tim and Connie chose First Baptist Church 
of Dayton as their church home.  They both enjoy a timeshare in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  
7ĲƣШǃŸƨШĬŔĬŰќƣШťŰŸƽв Tim likes pets but does not have one, and he can “tickle the ivories.” 

 
 

 

 
 

7ÏÕÌÄ 9ÏÕ ,ÉËÅ ÔÏ "Å ÁÎ !ÃÏÌÙÔÅȩ 
 

An acolyte carries in the symbolic "light of Christ," lighting candles on the altar table, reminding 
us of Christ's presence as we worship.  Would you like to be an acolyte with your friends or 
family?  All adults, teens and children, please consider being an acolyte.  We will have a short 
training on Sunday, November 9, following worship service.  It is just a few minutes 
commitment and is very rewarding. Thank you. Please reply to Janet Landis at 
janetcwl218@gmail.com or 937-901-6871. 

 
 

November Church Meetings 
 

Board Meetings 
Wednesday, Nov. 12 @ 6:30pm 

 

Executive Council Meeting 
Wednesday, Nov. 19 @ 6:30pm 

  

mailto:janetcwl218@gmail.com
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The First Baptist Church of Daytonõs Music Department presents 
 

Ux¢£¤ Qp ¤x£¤ bx}v£0 
 

b¥}sp©; ]~¦t|qt¢ AB; A?AD 
CI??  =|= 

 
Featuring the First Baptist Chancel Choir 

 

with special guest Guy Chambers, baritone 
 

and 
 

R. Alan Kimbrough and Gregory Land, accompanists 

 
Dr. William Henry Caldwell, 

Music Director 

 
The program will feature sacred works of all periods and 

styles along with the Five Mystical Songs by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
Free Parking  Å  Accessible  Å  Reception to Follow 

 
111 W. Monument Ave  Å  Dayton OH 45402  Å  937.222.4691 

 
  



12 

 

=Ŭşř Ŵŉļ RŋůůŋşŚ *şħŬĸ 
 

First Baptist Church of Dayton and the Mission Board have been very 
supportive of Eastway Behavioral Healthcare, their children’s 
residential programs, and their food pantry.  A very important cause that 
directly affects Eastway and the clients that they serve will be on the 
ballot on Tuesday, November 4th, the Montgomery County Human 
Services Levy.  Voting YES ensures that Eastway’s programs continue 
at current levels – without raising taxes.  Voting NO would reduce 
Eastway’s funding by 12%, which could result in: 

1) 225 independent housing subsidies eliminated, resulting in homelessness. 
2) Four housing programs—The Heights, Henry St. Apartments, The Lodge, and Marshall House, at 
risk, affecting over 175 individuals annually. 
3) Staffing adjustments to maintain services. Potential job losses in affected programs.  
4) More than 500 people in Adult Recovery Services annually left with fewer treatment options, longer 
wait times, and instability. 

The effects won’t stop there. Without this funding, we’ll see more people in emergency rooms, jails, and 
shelters—costs the entire community will bear.  Please consider voting YES on this crucial issue.  For more 
information or for a yard sign to show support, please contact Jamie See. 

 

       From the Yellow Brick Theater Groupé 
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Photos from MUSICA concert at FBC on Oct. 19, 2025 
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Angie Berghuis and Clark Whittaker clean our historic headstones 

at Woodland Cemetery on Oct. 17, 2025. 
 

 

 

 
Halloween/Harvest Party on Oct. 26, 2025 
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November 
Celebrants 

 

 

4    Clara Black 

7    Sydney Owens 

9    Diane Charron, Sharon Kohnle 
11   Zachery Williamson 

14   Jennifer Craig 

16   Matthew Burtenshaw 

18   Kylie (Thorn) Stanley 
20   Emory Tyson 

25   Kimberly Bogan 

27   Ida Lou Sensel Hawkins 

28   Barry Schlaile 
29   Barbara Bogan 

  30   Debby Menzel, Jonathan Taylor 
 

(Is your birthday not listed? Please notify the 

church office to update our records.) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Our Cards 
 & Prayers 

Clara Black 
Linda Ginter-Brown 
Gerald Busch 
Alan Carroll 
Merriann Craig 
Lavanda Ferguson 
Bill Harrell 
Debbie Harshman 
Hopper Family 
Gene Lee 
Shirley Nash 

Mary Ann Paloncy 
Susan Parent 
Petry Family 
Judy Smith 
Nancy Soloski 
Stephens Family 
Anne Veghte 
Harold West 
Sharon Wingham 

 

SEPTEMBER 2025 Financial Report 
 

     YTD     YTD 
  Budget    Received   Budget     Received 

 

Loose 
Offerings   108.33       167.00       975.00     1245.00 

 

Pledges     18232.17      15645.00   164089.50     169739.00 
 

Non-pledged 
Contributions  4583.33    6236.00   41250.00   29257.00 
 

 

 
 

 

Our Condolences 
 

We extend our condolences and prayers 
to Ralph and Marlene Hopper on the 

recent passing of their daughter, 
Tisha R. Hopper. 

 

Military Duty: 
 

Sebastian Ewald, Sunny Ewald, 
Brittany Kalbfleisch, Will Radachi 

 
 

Welcome New Member! 
 

The Right Hand of Fellowship was received by 

Ariella Broom 

Sunday, October 26, 2025 
 

Ariella joins by Baptism. 

Her faith partners are Ginger Tiffner  

and Tonya Mitchell. 

Save the Date!! 

KOINONIA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Friday, Dec. 12 @ 7pm 

Home of the Bogans 

(7610 Rolling Oaks Dr, 45459) 

Please bring an hors d’oeuvre to share! 
 

 

 


