
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Most of us have hit the road for holidays to visit relatives far and near. Over the river and through the 

woods, from Atlantic to Pacific, gee, the traffic is terrific! As I write this I’m preparing to drive to Iowa for 

my mother’s 90th birthday. It’s a date which comes round before Thanksgiving every November 20th, and 

it has been the occasion for an annual visit to the old stomping grounds. I’m thinking of the connection 

between Advent and the related word “adventure,” a challenging journey with surprises on the way to 

arrival. 

In my childhood we would load up the car around Christmas time and head north to Minnesota where 

my dad grew up in Lake Wobegon (well, almost). It always seemed cold—I suppose that’s because it was! 

There was ice skating and hockey on my uncle’s pond, ice cream sitting out on the front porch for storage, 

and thermostat settings far below my accustomed tolerance level for those of us from “down south.” 

Never mind that our home in northern Iowa generally retained snow all winter as well.  

Then there were crazy young adult road trips to the in-laws in Montana. Too poor or cheap to fly or 

stay in motels, we would drive the 1400 miles from Des Moines to Missoula in single 24-hour days (ask 

me sometime what the record was when Montana eliminated their speed limits). I recall blood curdling 

screams when accidentally running over a rabbit on I-90 in Minnesota, whiteouts at midnight in the middle 

of nowhere in South Dakota, pack ice for a hundred miles on the interstate in Wyoming, and stranding the 

car in snow drifts in the middle of a mountain road in Montana. Frankly it’s a wonder I survived all of that! 

(continued) 
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In the Advent season we also call to mind that the Holy Family took a road trip from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem. That 90-mile journey might have taken 7 days on foot, or perhaps as has been imagined on a 

donkey. And that was with Mary “great with child.” It doesn’t sound exactly like a family vacation, as it 

was a compulsory government mandate. And then there was no room for them when they got there. It 

was certainly a trip to remember, and here we are two millennia later remembering their struggles with 

them. 

We know that “Advent” means an arrival. We wait for Jesus to come to us year in and year out, 

reenacting the story of incarnation as part of salvation history. We are reminded that his coming included 

journey and inconvenience, not to mention the indignity and humiliation the family endured. Yet the 

arrival was greeted by angels and the praises of strangers. Christ’s humility would be humanity’s 

exaltation. And now the joining of Creator and creation into mystic union marks the turning point of all 

our time. 

If you take a journey this season, whether long or short, recall too the journey of our Savior. From 

heaven to earth, from eternity to time, from conception to birth, from Nazareth to Bethlehem. His journey 

will continue to Egypt, back to Galilee, and eventually back to Jerusalem to meet a cross, before returning 

to the heavens. We are on the road of discipleship and union with him all the way. The road isn’t always 

easy, but it is an amazing “Adventure!” 

--Pastor Kent Berghuis 
 

 
 

Koinonia Christmas Party 

 
 

Friday, Dec. 12 @ 7pm 
 

Home of Daryl & Barb Bogan 
(7610 Rolling Oaks Dr, 45459) 

Please bring hors d’oeuvres to share! 
All are welcome! 

 
 

 

A Service of Pageantry, Lessons & Carols 
 

Sunday, Dec. 14 @ 10am 
 

On Sunday, December 14 for the 10:00 am worship service the children & youth of the church will join the 
Chancel Choir for a celebration of Lessons and Carols for the Christmas Season, incorporating some 
pageantry to illustrate some of the Lessons.  The music of all periods and styles will feature our wonderful 
team of musicians plus special soloists from the Chancel Choir.  Children & youth will be rehearsing for the 
pageantry on Sundays, November 30 and December 7 after worship at 11:30am.  If you have any questions, 
please speak with Pastor Jason (jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org). 
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The Mitten Tree 
 

During the Advent/Christmas season, we ask that you honor the gift of Christ with gifts for 
those in need. You may bring gifts of hats, mittens, gloves & scarves to place on our Mitten 
Tree for kids and families served by the Dayton Christian Center. The Mitten Tree will be set 
up in the narthex at the front entrance of the church during Advent. 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve at First Baptist Church 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 

5:30pm 
 

The music prelude will feature internationally acclaimed violinist Aurelian Oprea, principal violinist and 
concert master for the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra. He will play special music for the organ and violin, and 
will be accompanied by Gregory Land.  The worship service will also feature music director Dr. William Henry 
Caldwell and the Chancel Choir, and include congregational carol singing and a message from Rev. Dr. Kent 
Berghuis, lead pastor. The service will conclude with the singing of “Silent Night,” while lighting one another’s 
candles. 

 

 

 

 
 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

Thursday, Dec. 25 – Office Closed – Merry Christmas! 

Friday, Dec. 26 – Office Closed 

Thursday, Jan. 1 – Office Closed – Happy New Year! 

Friday, Jan. 2 – Office Closed 
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River Commons/Homefull 
Christmas Party 

 

Thursday, Dec. 18 @ 3:00pm 
River Commons (144 East Helena St, 45404) 

 

The FBC Mission Board is again sponsoring the annual Christmas Party at River Commons. The party is 
scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 18 at 3 PM and should last less than 2 hours. It will be similar to ones we have 
sponsored in the past. We will need volunteers to set-up and provide food, drinks & snacks for our guests. A 
signup sheet for volunteers to help and/or provide food & drinks will be posted at FBC on Sunday, Dec. 7.  If 
you have questions, ask Ted Greenwood or Tim Holmen.  All help will be appreciated! 

 
 

 

December Offering 
 

In December the Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO) is a tangible way for the American Baptist 
congregations to say “Thank You” for the commitment, service and spiritual guidance of retired ministers, 
missionaries and their widowed spouses. Please make checks payable to FBC and note RMMO on the memo 
line. Thank you! 

 
 

 

Annual Reports Due 

January 5, 2026 
 

Annual reports for 2025 are due by Monday, January 5, 2026 from all Board Chairs, Committee Chairs, and 
pastoral staff.  Please email reports to Linda Blair at fbc@fbcdayton.org.  Thank you! 
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December 
Church Meetings 

 

Board Meetings 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 @ 6:30pm 

 

Executive Council Meeting 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 @ 6:30pm 

mailto:fbc@fbcdayton.org


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DABA Fall Gathering 
Nov. 3, 2024 

 

 
 

 

 

All-Church Retreat 
Nov. 9, 2024 
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Celebrate the Advent/Christmas Season 
with Special Worship Services at FBC 

 

All are invited to special music and worship events at First Baptist Church of 
Dayton during this Advent/Christmas season, with music that will range from 

classical to contemporary, including traditional carols and spirituals. 
 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 30, 10 a.m. 
 

The season of Advent starts with a festive worship service in our beautiful 
sanctuary decorated for the holidays. 

 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent, Dec. 7, 10 a.m. 
Communion Sunday 

 

 
 

Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 14, 10 a.m. 
A Service of Pageantry, Lessons & Carols 

 

Children & youth of the church will join the Chancel Choir for a celebration of Lessons 
and Carols for the Christmas Season, incorporating some pageantry to illustrate 

some of the Lessons.  The music of all periods and styles will feature our 
wonderful team of musicians plus special soloists from the Chancel Choir. 

 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 21, 10 a.m. 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve Service, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Special Guest, Aurelian Oprea, Violinist 
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A Word of Thanks to  

Our Local Mission/Service Partners  
 

In October and November we were blessed to hear from some of our local mission/service partners, and to 
learn about ways in which we can be more engaged in helping them to serve people in need in our community.  
A word of thanks to Sherry Gale from House of Bread, to Tina & John Patterson from Homefull, and to Pam 
Leonard from Matthew 25: Ministries for all of the incredible work they are doing, and for taking time to meet 
with us.  And if you were inspired by any of these conversations, and would like to carry an idea forward, 
to learn more, and/or to organize a volunteer group, please speak with Pastor Jason or someone from our 
Board of Christian Education or our Mission Board. 

 

 
 

Midweek Advent Study with Christ Episcopal 
Led by Rev. Peter Homeyer & Rev. Jason Alspaugh 

 

Wednesdays @ 12:30-1:30pm 
December 3, 10 & 17 

Christ Episcopal Church – Parlor – 20 W. First St. 
 

We are once again invited to join with our folks at Christ Episcopal for a midweek Advent study using A 
Sanctified Arts’ study, “What Do You Fear?: Insisting on Hope this Advent”.  This study uses the practice of Visio 
Divina to engage with Scripture with contemporary art.  Print and electronic copies of the study guide will be 
available soon.  Speak with Pastor Jason if you have questions. 

 
Advent Study on Sundays 

Led by Tom & Valli Howard 
 

Sundays @ 11:30am-12:15pm 
November 30 – December 21 

1st Floor – Chapel 
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BUILDING BRIDGES BIBLE STUDY 
 

Thursdays @ 7:30-8:30am 
Wholly Grounds Coffee Shop 

825 Wayne Ave. 
 

Our Thursday morning Bible study has resumed!  Each week Pastor Jason convenes a group for spirited 
discussion and reflection on one of the Scripture passages from the Lectionary for the upcoming Sunday, 
making connections and applications to current events.  Many of us have been doing this for years, but it’s an 
open gathering and anyone can join us anytime.  If you have questions, please connect with Pastor Jason 
(jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org). 

 
 

 
 

Time to Update  
BYF Medical-Transportation Forms 

 

Youth are always welcome to invite friends, but (as always) we'll want everyone to have a completed and 
signed BYF medical-transportation form on file (available on the table outside the church office).  Also, if any 
medical or contact info has changed within the last year, please fill out a new form for your youth(s).  If 
anyone has questions or would like to help out in some way, please connect with Pastor Jason 
(jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org). 

 
SAVE THE DATES! 

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS 
 

BYC (Beloved Youth Camp) 
Laurel Springs, NC 

June 28-July 3, 2026 
 

Quest Camp 
Green Lake, WI 

July 19-24, 2026 
 

Connect with Pastor Jason to RSVP your youth(s),  
and/or if you have questions/need more info at this time.  
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BAPTIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (BYF) 
 

Thursday Evening BYF Gatherings @ 6-8pm 
 

Our Baptist Youth Fellowship continues to meet on Thursdays at 6-8pm at the church.  Each week gatherings 
will include a fun theme/activity (sundaes, art, service, karaoke, improv, etc.), fellowship, food, and a 
spirituality/spiritual practice component.  We will still have other occasional activities/outings at other times, 
including Sundays, but this would be our most regular gathering time.  Thanks to Camilla Albritton, Michelle 
Smith, and Mark Craig for helping to make this new endeavor possible. 
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30th Anniversary of the Dayton Peace Accords 

On Friday, November 14, 2025 Ambassador Richard 
Holbrooke was honored on the 30th anniversary of the 
signing of the Dayton Peace Accords, which stopped 3 years 
of conflict in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the 
Balkans. Political and religious differences fueled the battle. 
Orthodox Serbs and Catholic Croats sought to eradicate 
Bosnian Muslims.  It seems appropriate that team members 
gather for discussions and negotiations at the Hope Hotel on 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, because the accords 
fulfilled their hope for a peaceful settlement. Richard's son, 
David, visited Dayton for the celebration at the Richard 
Holbrooke Peace Plaza as well as the screening of his 
recently completed movie about his father, titled The 
Diplomat. Following Dayton Commissioner Matt Joseph and 
Salem Avenue Business Association President Jule Rastikis 
at the podium, David thanked the people of Dayton and the 
leadership of others engaged in the negotiations for their 
commitment to preventing the genocide of the Bosnian 
population.  A woman from Bosnia who was a child during 
the conflict thanked David for his father's part in saving her life, her village, and her country.  The event was 
concluded by a moment of silent prayer and the setting of a memorial wreath by David Holbrooke. This 
memorable event was coordinated jointly by the Dayton Commissioners and SABA, an organization dedicated 
to promoting peace and quality of life along Salem Avenue, which we support through the Mission Board. 

 
Thanksgiving Luncheon 

November 23, 2025 
 

Thank you to Ron Booker (aka Chef Grey) for the fantastic food! 
And thank you to William Caldwell for the great photos! 
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Thank You from Linda Ginter Brown 
 

A heartfelt thank you to our FBCD family for all the love and support you gave us during the last year of Don’s 

illness and his final days. Thank you for all the calls, cards (one day I received ten, TEN!), food deliveries, and 

personal visits. A special thank you to all of you who visited him during the six weeks he was at Otterbein. That 

meant the world to me. May God richly bless each of you. I am happy to be a member of such a caring congregation.  

–Linda Ginter-Brown and Family 
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December Celebrants 
 

 

6     Patty Loxley 

7     Luke Earnest 

8     Reagan Lloyd 

9     Angie Berghuis, Cynthia Miegl, Judy Smith 

10   Andy Wilson 

11   Lynnae Faith Nelson 

13   Michael Cox, Debbie Harshman 

16   Julia Wolfe 

17   Mark Ryan 

18   Nick Gough 

19   Ella Mikesell 

20   Kyle Mikesell 

23   Bill Wilson 

25   Ryan Kline 

27   Tathiane Ayers, Drew Powell 

28   Rachel Gruszecki 

29   Matthew Owens 

30   Gregory Land 

 
 

 
 

Stewardship Campaign 2026 
 

“GRACIOUS GIVING” 
 

(Pledge cards are available at church or call 
Nancy Kerr, 937-222-4691 x. 402, 

with your pledge for 2026.) 
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For Our Cards  
and Prayers 

 

Military Duty: 
 

Sebastian Ewald, Sunny Ewald, 
Brittany Kalbfleisch, Will Radachi 

Clara Black 
Linda Ginter-Brown 
Gerald Busch 
Merriann Craig 
Lavanda Ferguson 
Bill Harrell 
Debbie Harshman 
Hopper Family 
Gene Lee 
Shirley Nash 
Mary Ann Paloncy 

Susan Parent 
Petry Family 
Judy Smith 
Nancy Soloski 
Stephens Family 
Anne Veghte 
Harold West 
Sharon Wingham 

 

NOVEMBER 2025 Financial Report 
 

     YTD     YTD 
  Budget    Received   Budget     Received 

 

Loose 
Offerings   108.00         53.00     1191.66    1346.00 

 

Pledges     18232.17      16935.00   200553.84    201133.00 
 

Non-pledged 
Contributions  4583.33    3305.00   50416.67  38937.00 
 

 

OCTOBER 2025 Financial Report 
 

     YTD     YTD 
  Budget    Received   Budget     Received 

 

Loose 
Offerings   108.33         48.00     1083.33     1293.00 

 

Pledges     18232.17      14459.00   182321.67     184198.00 
 

Non-pledged 
Contributions  4583.33    6375.00   45833.34   35632.00 
 


