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There’s a lot of football to watch in January! Or “Playoffuary” as the Dr. Pepper commercials call it.
Whether college or pro, we're finally winding it up with the Super Bowl set for February 8. It’s hard to feel
too attached to either the Patriots or the Seahawks here in flyover country, and we know our Ohio teams
didn’t exactly ring the bells this year. But when it’s over, there will always be basketball to watch—or my
own preference, golf!

Do you ever wonder if God cares which team wins a game? Sometimes we quickly dismiss that notion,
knowing at some level that idea seems beneath God’s dignity. | will confess to having prayed at the free
throw line a few times in my younger, competitive days. | needed all the help | could get! My percentage
didn’t seem to go up much with my spirituality, however.

There is also truth to the notion that an active God cares about all human affairs, and perhaps that
might include sports and other things we think somewhat morally trivial. After all, an infinite God can
know (and presumably care) as much about a single celled amoeba as a dolphin. So it doesn’t bother me
too much if athletes at least turn their gaze to God, though sometimes it gets a bit over the top for many
of us.

Perhaps more troubling is when a collective group or nation comes to adopt God as their own. What
we refer to as “Christian Nationalism” has certainly been on the rise in recent years, and coming to a head
in some pretty conflicted ways.

(continued)
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The return to an ancient notion of God as a tribal deity hardly seems the direction to go. | recoiled as
| read the prayer of one of the preachers | used to consider a mentor when he asked God to use ICE to
“break the teeth” of the evildoers in Minnesota. He may have meant it metaphorically, but | can’t help
but see my friend, Travis, pastor of Judson Baptist Church in Minneapolis who has been helping protesters
there, and | sure don’t want to see his teeth broken. Instead | hope God gets through to the people who
incite and provoke violence from all sides, whether individually, conspiratorially, or governmentally.

Isaiah 58:2 describes Israel as wanting “God on their side.” But the people were disappointed, feeling
as if God wasn’t listening or observing their rituals and fasting. Isaiah tells them that they need a
righteousness that goes beyond religious rituals, to actually caring about people and living with integrity
before God—fasts that God could receive. Similarly in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells his disciples
to be the salt and light of the world. We are to have righteousness that exceeds that of the religious
leaders who often acted hypocritically. Maybe it’s time we get on God’s side, the side of humble concern
for others born from genuine, heartfelt righteousness.

Feel free to be on whatever side you want when it comes to sports, and I’'m guessing God is there
with you anyway. | also think God is on the side of all nations, wanting all nations to walk humbly and
toward a just world where love and genuine freedom can prevail in all things. Meanwhile, let’s keep asking
ourselves if we are siding with God’s ways—and that will have us looking a lot more like Christ.

--Pastor Kent Berghuis

February Church Meetings
Board Meetings: Wednesday, Feb. 11 @ 6:30pm
Executive Council Meeting: Wednesday, Feb. 18 @ 6:30pm

Choir Winter Party
Potluck Dinner!
Friday, February 13 @ 6:30pm

Home of Donna & Bob Curry
(258 W Thruston Bivd, Oakwood 45419)

Let Donna know what you might bring: donna.curry@wright.edu

BYF Super Bowl Watch Party

Sunday, February 8 @ 6-10pm
First Baptist Church of Dayton
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Psalms in the New Testament
(Psalms Part 3)

Led by Dr. Brad Kallenberg
Sundays @ 11:30am-12:15pm
February 8 & 15
1st Floor — Chapel

New Testament authors quote from over 50 passages in the book of Psalms. On one occasion, Jesus
himself included the Psalms as part of the Law (John 10:34), and on another occasion, as part of the
prophetic tradition (Mt. 13:35). But how can a poem be "fulfilled" as if it were prophecy? Or how can
a poem be as clearly prescriptive as a legal statute? Clearly something more is going on with these
Hebrew poems than mere literary flourish! In this class we will begin to explore a reading strategy for
Psalms that was apparently second-nature in the early church but oddly unfamiliar, even awkward,
for us.

LENTEN STUDY

“Rest for the Restless Heart: Excerpts from
The Confessions of St. Augustine”

Led by Rev. Dr. Kent Berghuis
Sundays @ 11:30am-12:15pm
February 22 — March 22
1st Floor — Chapel

How can we find rest for our restless hearts? St. Augustine opens his Confessions by stating that God
made us to rest in God. The Confessions are his prayerful autobiography as he examines his life in
light of God's call. This devotional classic takes us into the mind and heart of one of Christianity's
greatest teachers. We will hand out and discuss key passages from the book in class during our
study. You can purchase your own copy or find a public domain version online to go deeper through
our weeks together if you like.

(Note: There will be no formal class on March 1.
Pastor Jason and youth will lead a service project.)



LENT 2026 - BETWEEN SUNDAYS

We once again look forward to the opportunity to journey through the Lenten season with our Christ
Episcopal Church folks. The season begins on Ash Wednesday with the offering of a traditional service; as
well as an alternative, abbreviated imposition of ashes liturgy popularly known as Ashes to Go. And
throughout the season there is a midweek study in which all are welcome to participate, led by The
Reverend Mike Kruetzer.

Ash Wednesday - February 18t
Christ Episcopal Church - 20 W First St

Noon: Traditional Ash Wednesday Service w/ Imposition of Ashes & Holy Eucharist
4-6pm: Ashes to Go

Midweek Lenten Supper Series: “Then He Told Them Stories”
Christ Episcopal Church - 20 W First St

Wednesdays @ 6:00 — 7:30pm
February 25 — March 25

THEN HE TOLD THEM

STORIES

FIVE GREAT NARRATIVES FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

By The Rev. Mike Kreutzer Lenten Supper Series, Wednesdays, February 25 - March 25

The author of the Fourth Gospel was a gifted writer, who proclaimed his message to others by way of
his engaging stories. In this series. we will begin by discussing the role of stories in our lives: the ways
that they tell us who we are as people and shape our vision of ourselves and others. Then we will
explore five of John's stories, taking note of John's use of literary and dramatic devices such as
setting, symbolism, dual-meaning, misunderstanding leading to further explanation, and staging to
communicate his unique vision of God’s Good News in Jesus.

Schedule

February 25 Born from Above, Introduction and John 3:1-17

March 4 The Water of Life, John 4:5-42

March 11 The Light of the World. John 9:1-41

March 18  The Resurrection and the Life, John 11:1-45

March 25 The Passion Narrative, John 18-10

Daily Scripture Readings for Lent

Printouts listing the daily lectionary readings from Scripture for the Lenten season are available on tables
in the Narthex and outside the church office. These are offered for your own personal study. They can
also be found online at https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/daily-readings/?y=17134#01202026.
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Baptist Youth
Fellowship

(BYT)

Thursday Evening BYF Gatherings @ 6-8pm

Our Baptist Youth Fellowship continues to gather in this New Year on Thursday evenings. Each week
gatherings will include a fun theme/activity (sundaes, art, service, karaoke, improv, etc.), fellowship, food,
and a spirituality/spiritual practice component. We will still have other occasional activities/outings at
other times, including Sundays, but this would be our most regular gathering time. Special thanks to
Camilla Albritton and Michelle Smith for helping to make this new endeavor possible.

January Photos from BYF Ice Skating at RiverScape

Time to Update BYF Medical-Transportation Forms

Youth are always welcome to invite friends, but (as always) we'll want everyone to have a completed &
signed BYF medical-transportation form on file (available on the table outside the church office). Also, if
any medical or contact info has changed within the last year, please fill out a new form for your youth(s).
If anyone has questions or would like to help out in some way, please connect with Pastor Jason
(jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org).

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS - SAVE THE DATES
BYC (Be Loved Youth Camp) in Laurel Springs, NC - June 28-July 3, 2026
Quest Camp in Green Lake, WI - July 19-24, 2026

Connect with Pastor Jason if to RSVP your youth(s),
and/or if you have questions/need more info at this time.
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January Photos from BYF Cooking Lessons with Grey Booker




El Salvador Mission Partnership Updates - January 2026

Diane Ashman will be traveling to Ahuachapan, El Salvador and the surrounding area on March 1-7 to
connect with our folks there, visit scholarship students, and observe the status of ongoing and new
ministry projects. Prayers for her journey and the good work being done there are appreciated. Below is
also a celebratory note from our sister, Kathy, regarding some of our scholarship students.

RE: Scholarship Program for University Students

Dear brothers and sisters of the Baptist churches of the United States, the Compassionate God Baptist
church greets you with gratefulness and joy. Thank you for all the effort and you have given for the
scholarship students that has enabled them to graduate with degrees in Legal Studies and in Nursing.

We are very happy to have three young adults starting their professional careers that we have no doubt
are the future and support for the Baptist churches. We pray that their degrees will empower them in their
personal lives and in their faith community. We pray that they will help us grow in the ministry of God,
improving how we help our brothers and sisters in faith. Thank you for transforming the lives of three
young people and three families of Ahuachapan. As a church, we are delighted and grateful in a way that
only the spirit of the Lord can describe.

Thank you for supporting those that have no support nor sufficient resources to start let alone finish a
university degree.

Thank you for the scholarship of Kevin Lino from June 2019 to June 2024.

Attached are photos of the students that have graduated with degrees in Legal Studies: Kevin Edenilson
Lino Ceren and Deily Carmina Martinez, both graduating from the Panamerican University of Ahuachapan.
They will be continuing the process of passing exams and obtaining their profession titles for the Court.

We are waiting for Carlos Alfredo Jacobo to graduate in Nursing from the nursing school of Santa Ana
IEPROES. We still don’t have an exact date of his graduation but it will be in April or March. Thank you
very much for your support for our university scholarship students in Ahuachapan.

~ LICDA Katherine Amaya Campos

Kevin Edenilson Lino Ceren Deily Carmina Martinez




Spétlight

Jeanne Kallenberg

Jeanne grew up in Minnesota attending local schools and met Brad Kallenberg in high school. After
college and a wedding they worked with campus ministries in several states prior to moving to Dayton
in 2000. They joined First Baptist in 2006 where they both sing in the choir and also sing with the
Dayton Philharmonic Chorus. Jeanne currently serves as the Executive Council church clerk, taking
minutes at the meetings. Brad and Jeanne have 3 boys and 9 grandchildren all living in Ohio, 2 are
local. Betyou didn’t know—while in college, Jeanne built a cabin on a frozen lake before it thawed!
The cabin was moved to a campsite. She also plays and teaches piano.

Baptism: A Call to Discipleship

The Season of Lent is traditionally a time of preparation for those seeking to be baptized, and Pastor
Jason will be offering a Baptism Class for any youth who would like a space in which to explore their
questions and reflect on their own sense of call to discipleship. Atthe conclusion of the class, those
who so choose will be baptized on Easter Sunday, April 5. Please contact Pastor Jason if your youth
would like to be a part of this class, and we’ll create a schedule that works for everyone
(jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org / 937-631-3579). Adults are, of course, also welcome to respond to this
invitation by speaking to any of our pastors.

BUILDING BRIDGES BIBLE STUDY

Thursdays @ 7:30-8:30am
Wholly Grounds Coffee Shop
825 Wayne Ave, Dayton 45410

Each week Pastor Jason convenes a group for spirited discussion and reflection on one of the
Scripture passages from the Lectionary for the upcoming Sunday, making connections and
applications to current events. Many of us have been doing this for years, but it’s an open gathering
and anyone can join us anytime. If you have questions, please connect with Pastor Jason
(jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org).
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Dr. Roy Belfield

Sunday, February 22, 2026 @ 4:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Dayton

First Baptist Church of Dayton, Ohio will present in recital organist Dr. Roy Belfield on Sunday,
February 22,2026 at 4:00pm. The concert is free and open to the public. The concert is made
possible by a generous gift from Tim and Connie Holmen. Dr. Belfield is a graduate of
Morehouse College, Florida State University, and the Conservatory of Music at University of
Missouri. He is an active recitalist, composer, and lecturer. He has served on the music faculty
at Stillman College, Texas Southern, and Goucher. He has arranged numerous African
American spirituals that have been performed by our Chancel Choir and soloist: “If | Got My
Ticket” and “Guide My Feet.” We look forward to his appearance and you will get to meet him
in a reception following the concert.



February Celebrants

Diana Petry

Ava Powell, Joanne Stephens
Jeannette Cox

R. Alan Kimbrough

9 Benjamin Compton
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10 Daniel Burtenshaw
12 Diane Ashman

13 Kent Berghuis

14 Will Radachi

15 Mike Kalbfleisch
16 Dustin Tyson

18 Joshua Charron

29 Elaina Cameron

(Is your birthday not listed? Please notify the

church office to update our records.)

For Our Cards
and Prayers

Clara Black

Linda Ginter-Brown
Gerald Busch
Merriann Craig
Brett Domescik
Lavanda Ferguson
Bill Harrell
Debbie Harshman
Connie Holmen
Hopper Family
Nancy Kerr

Tom Lasley

Gene Lee

Patti Loxley
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Shirley Nash
Mary Ann Paloncy
Susan Parent
Petry Family

Judy Smith

Nancy Soloski
Stephens Family
Anne Veghte
Harold West
Sharon Wingham
Wolfe Family

Military Duty:
Sebastian Ewald, Sunny Ewald,
Brittany Kalbfleisch, Kyle Kline,

Will Radachi
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Budget
Loose
Offerings 108.33
Pledges 18232.17
Non-pledged
Contributions 4583.33

DECEMBER 2025 Financial Report

YTD YTD
Received Budget Received
135.25 1300.00 1481.25
18237.00  218786.00 219370.00
10690.00 55000.00  49627.00

10


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj5gNHq1dvJAhVG4iYKHe6-BnYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.thepartyworks.com/happy-birthday-balloons-edible-image&bvm=bv.109910813,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEle0gPa86B7VmMA2lEAa6PmuX_jQ&ust=1450193257081470
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn_KGs4pDKAhWKRyYKHfloAlUQjRwIBw&url=http://slscottauthor.com/blog/&bvm=bv.110151844,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHdfjo-HwqRUjb1k5h2ZmcsOGbwtQ&ust=1452015035829348

