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Did you watch the Winter Olympics? It’s always a joy to see the grace, athleticism and spirit on display in
the games. Having skied just a bit, | can imagine the wind in the faces of the downhill. Having played
shuffleboard with my grandfather, perhaps | can appreciate a few of the nuances of curling! And having
stumbled on ice with skates, | can appreciate those who keep their balance, much less spin and turn. |
could never be a Quad god!

Today’s Olympic athletes reach their apex by getting to the podium to receive medals. In ancient Greece
Olympic athletes received a laurel or decorated wreath as a reward, which is translated in our Bibles as
“crown.” At least five times this metaphor is used to motivate believers in their spiritual quest. There is a
“crown of righteousness” in 2 Timothy 4:8; a “crown of life” in James 1:12 and Revelation 2:10; a “crown
of glory” in 1 Peter 5:4; an “incorruptible crown” in 1 Corinthians 9:25-27; and a “crown of rejoicing” in
Philippians 4:1 and 1 Thessalonians 2:19. All of these are anticipations of resurrection, a way of urging us
to continue forward in the path of discipleship in following Christ.

With some of the games being played in Milan, Italy, | think of how St. Augustine came to follow Christ
where that beautiful cathedral stands that we’ve been seeing. The great bishop, St. Ambrose, impressed
the young Augustine with his knowledge and eloquence, but then even more with the depth of his
character. Scenes of baptism in the pool at that church would impress him that his peers and mentors
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were willing to publicly acknowledge their need for Christ. Fitting that this month in the adult Sunday
School class we will visit Milan to hear of his conversion as we study Augustine’s Confessions.

In Lent we are called to follow Christ into the wilderness for forty days, as he was tempted by the devil.
These temptations recall the original human couple of Adam and Eve tempted by the serpent. Augustine
would recount his own story of eating forbidden fruit, when as a teenager he and some other young
people would steal pears from a neighbor’s tree. He said they didn’t do it because they wanted the pears
so much as they wanted to transgress, to prod each other to sin.

One of the New Testament words for the Holy Spirit is the “paraclete.” This word reminds me of a coach,
one who comes alongside us to motivate by teaching, encouraging, correcting, and exhorting. The Spirit’s
presence within us means there is always access to a voice that will lead us in the right direction toward
Christlikeness.

While we all are fallen and humbly admit our tendency to sin, we can also learn to withstand temptation
and make repeated good decision to follow what is right. If we are willing to follow Christ with the
commitment of an athlete, we will also find spiritual discipline yielding results of increasing patience, grace
and love for God and others. Every difficulty and temptation we endure will teach us that God is present
and that we can grow in confidence with Christ and reliance on the Holy Spirit. We have the greatest
example and coach we could ever possibly have! Perhaps we, too, will win those crowns, and become gold
medal disciples of Christ.

--Pastor Kent Berghuis
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Daylight Saving Time Begins March 8

Spring forward one hour!

March Church Meetings

Board Meetings
Wednesday, March 11 @ 6:30pm

Executive Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 18 @ 6:30pm

Palm Sunday Luncheon

March 29, 2026
After church service

Chef Grey will be preparing the meal.
Reservations need to be turned in by Monday, March 22, 2026.
More details coming soon!



BAPTIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (BYF)

Thursday Evening BYF Gatherings @ 6-8pm

Our Baptist Youth Fellowship continues to gather on Thursday evenings. Each week gatherings will include
a fun theme/activity (sundaes, art, service, karaoke, improv, etc.), fellowship, food, and a
spirituality/spiritual practice component. We will still have other occasional activities/outings at other
times, including Sundays, but this would be our most regular gathering time. Special thanks to Camilla
Albritton and Michelle Smith for helping to make this new endeavor possible.

February Photos from BYF Bowling at Capri Lanes

Time to Update BYF Medical-Transportation Forms

Youth are always welcome to invite friends, but (as always) we'll want everyone to have a completed &
signed BYF medical-transportation form on file (available on the table outside the church office). Also, if
any medical or contact info has change within the last year, please fill out a new form for your youth(s).
If anyone has questions or would like to help out in some way, please connect with Pastor Jason
(jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org).

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS - SAVE THE DATES
BYC (Be Loved Youth Camp) in Laurel Springs, NC: June 28-July 3, 2026
Quest Camp in Green Lake, WI: July 19-24, 2026

Connect with Pastor Jason to RSVP your youth(s), and/or
if you have questions/need more info at this time.

And if you would like to help offset the cost of summer camp for our youth,
you can simply give to the church and note that it is for the “BYF Fund.”
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Winter/Spring 2026

LENTEN STUDY

“Rest for the Restless Heart: Excerpts from
The Confessions of St. Augustine”

Led by Rev. Dr. Kent Berghuis
Sundays @ 11:30am-12:15pm
February 22 — March 22
1st Floor — Chapel

How can we find rest for our restless hearts? St. Augustine opens his Confessions by stating that God made
us to rest in God. The Confessions are his prayerful autobiography as he examines his life in light of God's
call. This devotional classic takes us into the mind and heart of one of Christianity's greatest teachers. We
will hand out and discuss key passages from the book in class during our study. You can purchase your
own copy or find a public domain version online to go deeper through our weeks together if you like.

Looking Ahead...

Cpting Treak

Sunday School/Second Hour
SPRING BREAK

No Classes or Activities on
Sundays, March 29 and April 5



LENT 2026 - BETWEEN SUNDAYS

We once again look forward to the opportunity to journey through the Lenten season with our Christ
Episcopal Church folks. The season begins on Ash Wednesday with the offering of a traditional service; as
well as an alternative, abbreviated imposition of ashes liturgy popularly known as Ashes to Go. And
throughout the season there is a midweek study in which all are welcome to participate, led by The
Reverend Mike Kruetzer.

Midweek Lenten Supper Series:
“Then He Told Them Stories”

Wednesdays @ 6:00-7:30pm
February 25 - March 25
Christ Episcopal Church — 20 W First St

THEN HE TOLD THEM

STORILES

FIVE GREAT NARRATIVES FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

By The Rev. Mike Kreutzer Lenten Supper Series, Wednesdays, February 25 - March 25

The author of the Fourth Gospel was a gifted writer, who proclaimed his message to others by way of
his engaging stories. In this series, we will begin by discussing the role of stories in our lives: the ways
that they tell us who we are as people and shape our vision of ourselves and others. Then we will
explore five of John's stories, taking note of John's use of literary and dramatic devices such as
setting. symbolism. dual-meaning, misunderstanding leading to further explanation, and staging to
communicate his unique vision of God’s Good News in Jesus.

Schedule

February 25 Born from Above. Introduction and John 3:1-17

March 4 The Water of Life, John 4:5-42

March 11 The Light of the World, John 9:1-4]

March 18  The Resurrection and the Life, John 11:1-45

March 25 The Passion Narrative. John 18-10

Daily Scripture Readings for Lent

Printouts listing the daily lectionary readings from Scripture for the Lenten season are available on tables
in the Narthex and outside the church office. These are offered for your own personal study. They can
also be found online at https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/daily-readings/?y=17134#01202026.
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HOLY WEEK 2026

HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday - March 29"
10am - Worship @ First Baptist Church of Dayton

Palm Sunday Luncheon after service
(RSVP by March 22)

Maundy Thursday - April 2"
6:30pm - Agape Meal @ Christ Episcopal Church

Good Friday - April 3
Noon - Good Friday Walk for Justice & Peace
2pm - Soup Luncheon @ First Baptist Church of Dayton

On April 3rd there will be a Good Friday Walk for Justice & Peace through Downtown Dayton from 12-
2pm. This is an ecumenical witness for justice and peace issues based on the Stations of the Cross. The
walk begins at Courthouse Square (Third & Main) and ends at First Baptist Church. Rain or shine, come for
all or part. Following the walk at approximately 2pm, First Baptist will invite participants to enter the
church and into Fellowship Hall where there will be soup, crackers, and water prepared for them. A
sign-up sheet will be posted very soon on the bulletin board and in fellowship hall asking for donations
of soup (vegetarian options preferred) and/or help in other ways.

Easter Sunday - April 5" 3 Wil g
10am - Worship @ First Baptist Church of Dayton =% # g %55

Flowering of the Cross | Special Music "’2"'
(Bring some fresh cut flowers for the cross!) J';,.Ff'.:‘}
\ ,-,1.‘."".

Easter Flawes

Taking Orders/Dedications Now through March 30th

You are invited to share in the decoration of the sanctuary with spring flowers for Easter Sunday, April 5.
A special insert on Easter Sunday will include names of donors and names of those in whose memory or
honor a flower is given. A gift of 520 is suggested. Please turn in your order by Monday, March 30..
Checks should be made payable to First Baptist Church and please note ‘Easter Flowers’ on the memo
line. (To place your order, email the church office at foc@fbcdayton.org or mail a note and include the
name(s) of those you are remembering or honoring.)
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First Baptist Church of Dayton presents

A CHORAL CONCERT

SIN Gergy and

Miami University
Choraliers

“Shared Voices”

Robyn Lana, Executive Director

Sunday, March 8, 2026
4:00 PM

First Baptist Church of Dayton
111 W Monument Avenue 937-222-4691
Dayton OH 45402 fbc@fbcdayton.org




El Salvador Mission Partnership
Spring 2026 Trip Note

Diane Ashman will be traveling to Ahuachapan, El Salvador and the surrounding area on March 1-7 to
connect with our folks there, visit scholarship students, and observe the status of ongoing and new
ministry projects. Prayers for her journey and the good work being done there are appreciated. And if
you would like to help offset some of the cost of her trip, you can simply give to the church and note
that it is for “El Salvador Trip 2026.”

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026
SAVE THE DATES -- July 13-17

Speak with Pastor Jason or a member of the Board of Christian Education if you are interested in helping
with VBS this summer. There are opportunities to help with curriculum, registrations, storytelling, crafts,
games, music, snacks, and decorating.

RAYA ‘Mln\i

THE CENTER ¢ 50" ANNIVERSARY

BE A PART OF FBC DAYTON’S PRIDE TEAM

This year the Greater Dayton LGBT Center celebrates 50-years of unwavering support and advocacy, and
we are once again planning to participate in the Dayton Pride Parade and Festival on Saturday, June 6. If
you would like to help with our preparations, join us in the parade, and/or greet folks at our booth, please
connect with Pastor Jason (jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org). Given last year’s new format, it would also be
really helpful to have a team leader for setting up our booth and getting things started, while another
team leader gets our parade marching group together.

BUILDING BRIDGES BIBLE STUDY

Thursdays @ 7:30-8:30am
Wholly Grounds Coffee Shop
825 Wayne Ave, Dayton 45410

Each week Pastor Jason convenes a group for spirited discussion and reflection on one of the Scripture
passages from the Lectionary for the upcoming Sunday, making connections and applications to current
events. Many of us have been doing this for years, but it’s an open gathering and anyone can join us
anytime. If you have questions, please connect with Pastor Jason (jalspaugh@fbcdayton.org).
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In the |i

Spotlight.

Greg Merkle

Greg was born at Miami Valley Hospital—a true Dayton native! He attended Dayton schools and graduated
from Northmont High School. After graduation he attended Ohio State and then Wright State University
in the field of Environmental Biology. He was employed at Wright State and recently retired. His interests
include biking, walking in the woods, and local politics with big interest in Clayton. Greg’s parents,
Catherine and Arthur, were long-time members of First Baptist Church. As their health declined, he was
caregiver for his mother and father. Bet you didn’t know—Greg has a 38-year-old parrot!

Fram the FBC Phate Ulbum

Organ Concert by Dr. Roy Belfield on Sunday, February 22, 2026
The concert was made possible by a gift from Tim & Connie Holmen.

VLR |




Chancel Choir Winter Party on Friday, February 13, 2026
(Held at the home of Donna & Bob Curry)
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March Celebrants

Logan Crowley, Yuriko Hance
James Cutlip
Peggy Coggins, Anne Veghte

A W N =

Madeline Compton, Susan Parent,
Jackson Smith

6 Anna Gough

8 Camilla Albritton

16 G. William Bretz

17 Abby Cox

19 Neil Earnest

20 Leah Cameron, Ethan Charron
21 Thomas Howard

22 Nancy Soloski, Harold West
25 Joe Henry

26 Shirley Nash

28 Sandy Thorn

(Is your birthday not listed? Please notify the
church office to update our records.)

For Our Cards Thiking
and Prayers o
//014-

Clara Black .

Linda Ginter-Brown Shirley Nash
Gerald Busch Mary Ann Paloncy
Merriann Craig Susan Parent
Brett Domescik Petry Family
Neil Earnest Judy Smith
Lavanda Ferguson Nancy Soloski
Bill Harrell Stephens Family
Debbie Harshman Anne Veghte
Hopper Family Roy Vice
Nancy Kerr Harold West
Gene Lee Sharon Wingham
Patty Loxley Wolfe Family
Military Duty:

Sebastian Ewald, Sunny Ewald, Brittany
Kalbfleisch, Kyle Kline, Will Radachi

We extend our condolences and prayers to
Gregory Land and family on the recent
passing of his mother.

Budget
Loose
Offerings 108.33
Pledges 17667.67
Non-pledged

Contributions 5000.00

JANUARY 2026 Financial Report

YTD YTD
Received Budget Received

80.00 108.33 80.00
19945.00  17667.67 19945.00

1380.00 5000.00 1380.00
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